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Alignment Strategies of Saudi Arabia and
the UAE After Regime Change in Syria
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ORCID NO: 0000-0002-4435-5220 abdullah.erboga@msu.edu.tr

ABSTRACT: Why do secondary states abandon alignment? This article aims to ex-
plain how the threat perceptions and security priorities of secondary states evolve and to
test this theoretical framework in the context of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates’ strategies toward Syria. The main research question asks: “Why did Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAE abandon their alignment regarding their Syrian policies?”. The study
employs a comparative case analysis method. It is of significant importance to reveal
how Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates conducted themselves during the Syr-
ian revolution that began in 2011, as well as the differences in their approaches toward
Syrian strategies after the fall of the Assad regime in 2024. The findings suggest that the
priorities of these two Gulf countries, which have been influential in the region since the

Arab uprisings, are linked to their choice of allies following the regime change in Syria.
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